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OREWORD

E
e

The following is the trenscript of an oral histﬁry'int&rviﬁw recorded on
magnetic tape. BSince only minor emendsatlons have been made, the reader
should consistently bear in mind that he 18 resding a transcript of the
spoken rathey than the written word., Additionally, no attempt to confirm
the historical &ccmrécy of the statements has been made. As a8 result, the
trangceript reflects the interviewee's personsl recollections of a situation

a8 he remembered 1t at the time of the interview,.

Editorial notes and additions made by CAP historians are enclosed in
brackets. If feasible, first names, ranks, or titles are alsc provided.
Any sdditlons, deletions and changes subsequently made to the transcript by
the interviewee are not indicated. Researchers may wish to listen to the

actual interview tape prior to citing the transcript.



KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS:

p S ,» have this day participated

That I, /

in an oral-magnetic~taped interview with
2 & e

covering my best recollections of events and experiences which may be of

hij:i. *

historical significance to the Civil Air Pat

1 understand that the tape(s) and the transcribed manuscript resulting

Civil Air Patrol's Historial Holdings.

therefrom will be accessioned into the

In the best interest of the Civil Air Patvol, I do hereby voluntarily giveé,
transfer, convey, and assign all right, title, and interest in the memoirs

and remembrances contained in the aforementioned magnetic tapes and manuscript

to the Civil Air Patrol, to have and tc hold the same forever, hereby relin-
E ] o

quishing for myself
ownership, right , title, and interest therein to the donee expressly on the

condition of strict observance of the following restrictions:

et 2,000, DONOR

Dated

AL L L1S2

Dated

/Ay
(ALY 5
£ the Civil Air Patrol hy{%v ; ~j§§%§2%$ég&ff il -
v f o




sSuMMaRY OF CONTENTS

From servicing =small gircratt in Charlotte, N.C. to
Engineering O0fficer at CAP base in Charleston, 8.0. may sound
simple, but nothing was eassy as World War ITI got underway.
Radio problems, carburetor icing, and balky bowmb racks kept

Vern Hickman and his crew busy on the Base.

Life on the home front was good as soon as the family arrived
and found 2 house on the beach next door to the Jack Moore's.
After a brief tour in Texas, the Hickman’s and the Moore's
both made Portland their howma.
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AP DRAL HISTORY INTERVIEW

Number WHHC 1%.83.22
Taped Interview wiih: Vernon Hickmarn
Date of Interview: Z Augusl 1983
Location: Fortland, Gregon
by: Capt. Hellenwerie Walker, CAP
k4

Canducted
Capt. Frank 5. Myers, LAP

Wi You're Vernon MHiclnen?
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W: What was your professivn or vocation betore Ciwvil Air
Patraol davs?

Hi I had arn operation in Chaerlotle, Horth Carolina which was
& fixed base operation and it had L do with general

aviation, servicing airplanes. We had Lhe +ull operation,
maintenancae and hangar sarvice, hangsr rep, and things ot
that naturs.

t You had the little Piper Cubs and what were some of Lthe

was Lhe Piper Cub
alao haed the Stinson
im the center +for

. Iy Lhat day and time it

ine of FPiper airplanes. W

é ! ; child, and olthers. Charlotlte

the textile industry. We didn’t linow how much of a tool the
” i

i

airplane would be in the business world, but I think we could

see preaity early that i had guite a part to play in business

travel. o4 course  Lhe  war  came along  and  that changed

everything, choanged the future of that plan

Wi Whsn did B G flrst bescowme scguainted with Ciwvil e
E

Fatrol?

H: It waz when the bases first were set U e I only knew

about it just a short time befcre.

Wi Tell me about it. Who contacted you?

Lthe Wing Commander far

e cauticoned Lo keep vy Carolines straighbht.

o | % G——— »
is MNMorth.
7 v . . R N WET N . PR
B 4 daved Ao WNorith Carolina.s. .

Ve Wou Yived e Rime 8ol oo e %o o e a ; :
(2 sl ddwed an MNMorth Carvlinae bBut yiod started Lhe Dase in...



they were just a
Lhal was selt up ER ]

f weels
h Carclina.

42 In ﬁ&tting B8] Lhis base, whal wes youwr active duty

pfficer at & captain’'s

mailnbesanus and englineering
1

care of providing all the
fet Ly @irplanes A they

this
n which

cperated daily Se o the Yime acocumulated on Lhese alrplanes,
certain things hat e be Jone  on each of thew and it ook
gquite a staff to de 1%, N it worked ocul, we were {flying
gnough that we had a wmajor overhaul every four days

e s
j e
u
i
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HSi0nG. I was not there as a pilot. I spent a

H: Only crn oo
lat of time an cbhbserver Lo Fill Ln o PUr BOomeone.
Thers was guit ot flying over the walters in mpite of

5

W: But vou kept them running!

Hi: Keplt them running.

L
nJ

Did you have radaios

Wi What kind of eguipment did you hav

like ail Lateh, et up
Lihe Ve s adio shaok starited,

and the military bases, because
ot Gf Limes 3t o would be out in
liltle radio department was set
I thouwusht al Lthat Liwme it looked pretty

it gertainly wouldn't hold & candle e

you concerned wibhiy G was il par bt wf your job, to
Lo th@ bonbs?  As understand, the First Lomps and
t itz were rather patnebtic installations.

Hr It was rvrather crude, I will have to asgres. The main Lhing

te do was wmount bhie bowmb racks and Lhe releases Wer

relesse controls cabrin HO ﬁ QoGEr VEr

“wEuld resah bhom, and wa'd damolition mmmhg. Ilwe
fo Lthe weight af 110 pounds wasn’t L7

JE R L Py ¥ s o g2 £ i
demoliticon usually ran 100 pounds and the

oy



e & it neavier. The
harnging on iittle SO

3
¥
"3
it}
¢
hs
&

wh up to Fairchilds, vihich wouwid be
k t

about | JC0 pr A00 horsepower on
some o #eha

Wi I° berm uned by the DBermans, they called some
plans ' 5 Wihiich wne of planes were those, or
was that just & collective term for the Ciwvil Air FPatrol
rlares?

Latemenb. The mere fact

H: I’'m L
of the itary airplanss means 1L
wiould b SE .

waing & while ago  of the work of keeping
menbtioned carburelor 1ce. Garn youw telld

Wi When
the planes

e mare

! Corburetor ice is somelhing thal was o real problem. ik

in the dayz  whaon very tittle was Wnown about
and b owes & matter of sort of GLaving aneac

by :
af the problem. We Tourd by pubtling {n a manifuoid pressure
gaunce, we cowld iderlify carburetor ice moure guickly than by

CALUY € GaEUGE. This realy
rELeYBr you began Lo lce
mide GaUDE iy i Ccould ses
irnoch ron in menifold ST G P . This would alert
aibisd Lhvaw b put. It you

e s i B A s
A LU OUR A8 .

s SRoth cdidfied the carburetor air heating systems
of ple wmore heat into thewm, from the factory?
Hi Yes, &1 ey done wi Lhesye planes Lhat nad

vied 1ol only were  keeping the planes
{
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e onaamnbe s oe LONCET N We created

i

Lhe flving safsv. Yod start adding
& & flown over Lhat W&&‘&;Eﬂ"'g and 1t's
sel by all the bases. it was done

parts and Liviogs: like that and many

3

ime . When we did that, vou'd nave Lo
mEloa darn oulrd e gt it right! I hoow 1§ we had not khad
some pretty good men on these bases we would have been shut
dowr waiting for pleces to arvive. There was no time to

Waih L



lost one airplane al =z=ea, which we believe was Lhe
ice. Had Lhey landed just a mile or two
Lthe Bulfd stream. They
sticular deal and that

resullt of ga;Lu:w*~

Deach O an energency

FM: Did
landing?

gver ywody s had that. I
arl,  shati coming ins He
We talked witn him on the
koep the nose up a little
BlUrE Rpower, and just land on the
Feach with a crew and we had him
nour and a half with no wrench or

FM: There’s a story {for roa!
Wi Any more unuswal eventn, OF Was every day wnusual’?

oust. Everyone at ftirst thought
whith we were not.
ions and everybhing came +trom

the Eastern Dea Frontier.

ally
Maval Intelligerce on thatl 2
We had the wnilform of tre Army Al Corps at  the Lime,
although we were actually cperating under Naval Intelligence.

W: That wos somnething.

H: Being & p&rt of the wsteff, I was able Lo sil in on a itot
of these breifing mestings. They knew certain subs and the
sub commander's tactics. They Lhnew wherse he was going to go
and the whole history of it before he ledt Line base in

Germany.
W2 aAnd sent vouw Ffelleoes ocubt to hant him up.

H: We all ‘hizg information, but whether ar
fimt it £ v Lo any particular sighting, we
dere aware of what WA happsninig. Thess wWere Vvery,: very
§Eﬂ£e times for us. I Lhink we were under & 1ot of ternsiong
but we vere younger m to bother us.

~ Up at Charleston, like Drnie wentioned, Lhere was loss in
chipping. Three d 2 pur Base was officially opened
the U-Boats waite caught & Jfreighter coming out  of
the j=%&y at Shar lant o and zmanl 1t, just as it pulled
C f Thal s now wlose they were.

- s - T e
L o thiere!




Wi What were the living conditions like there at Lhe bhase,

vour housing

Jawess Ifalasd, soultheast of downtown
Tandirng tield, thet’s all it was.
ipped them wilh bunks and made them
W a good ness  hall and it
sbhout bthe same  as you would find

gr g
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P What g di Fi rectealion there al Uhe base

o da. Do v the places that

e
st L dirdershand, Lne  of &1 K

whale cauntery. They actually
i Lhose days I wman just an

a
e T

i the places Lrnal we +fellows

]
ST b i

ac

Go oviow could ger & great big bowl of
i

we s DECauze

shrimp. You wouwld have to 2it and peel them and dip them in
seme sea  food duank and that with scome Michelob beer was
quite & deal. I+ I remember, the beer was about 15c also.
That was & wery popalarc spot in downtown Charleston, but
there were muany bthings. We would go over to the besach. This
Boaze wes just o sort distanocs from the ocean.

When Jaoclk Mopre srrived at the bose, he found & place o
live over on Feolly aach Cor three or four weeks L was
trying to Find & place Lo wove my family from Charlotte down
there. It s happensd thalt a place right next to nis  on
Folly = by 2l e 3 I ruazbhed over and wes able to

v Beach became avallable s
£, I brought the {

friends. My
Moore’s sizter {rowm Seattle was visiting then. They
going all the time,. Jack was  VEry,

wh Ao

o
i ly douwn and Lhe Hoores and we
camae dowun with her sister, and
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rEome
ivn my operation in the Engineering Section.
. miaving that operation to Fortland, Oregon.

L this thing for over perhaps a couple of cases
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of Scotoh. 1 worked a3 kg this is exasctly what
happened. he foundation of getiting to know Jack
real well. ies becwome very close ftriends.

bere just a minute. 2% I understand, the

: Le o
pilots were paid o per diem. Waere ,ou alilso?
Hi Yes, we were all paid a per dien.
Wdr HMow much did you, guols, make?
Well es i rowmenber, il was eighl dollars a day.
Wi You had ro income coming from your place of business?

Wi Zo, this is what vou lived on? You literally closed your



ness down. ..

P

bus

H: T zold ouvi for my eqguity i Lhe Dusiness, Loid to the O.
Foley Compay of aftler 1 moved from

Fork, who took it owvaer La
the facility

We Whern vyou finizbed Lhere at the Zouth larclina bDase, where

did you go then?

sigred to El Paso, and from there bthey
grganize o at Marfa, Texas. That s where i

AF dutieo.

-t 01 Pacwo o Lialson ur e Cweawstal Fatrol base’?

e nng &
H: Mo, that was panrt of b Tateol bthat stearted in

the central base. It wasn't
]

t that it should be
ends wi Lbe run to

of Wb YVou kept the planss

aclt of Ll mabtar iw bhat Lhie Charleston

f
Engineering Section was wmoved to Marfa, Lhe whole thing.

Wi Arnd what has bDeen vouwl involvemsnltl wilth the CAF E

HM: I hawve not bBeen levolwved

W: Did sou wmove fron the Mardfa bose to Fartland and started

o work with Jock Moore?

H: Yegs, Erniz Helms and I were in the smame BOWE in Farda,

~ 1y i

sk had returned to NMorvtland. After we finisned the

I oend closing the base, Jack wanted me Lo move up

old him asbout Ermnie, that he was someons Lthat

f department over and maks 1L go well.

i B89, He asbed bhat the eguipnment
vad al Marfa be zmbhipped Lo Portiand.

st bacl. They Gave me an airplane

=
te Wasinglon;, D.C. and wy wife mel wme Lhere mﬂﬁ we Look oft.

1 My wedde  @dal Hone anta. We came Dack thirough
Marts and dravz Sn oul and. Wiz T v been here  ever
Since. The eguipment fror had been rvipped out here in

a box car - loadasd, too.
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Eprrie Helms! That was the beginning of Western Skyways.

iat Lime?

i
=
@
o
fi
i
-
.

at Trouvldele.

G EE

H: Thaere was no ope: atioo ol Trouldales when Ernle and 1 first

% - oy e B 5 ot o
Helmm: It was jusc 4

p It iunt o Field, like ibl was betore the war.

FM: Who owned 172
H: Port of Portland.
W Mr. Hickman, do vou  have any suggesilions 10 people  or

svents that you think should be included in our history ot
Civil Air Patrol?

H: Well, i+ I can’t give Liben Lo yoU nGw, 1711 give it some
s %

thought and ge back Lo you on 1t.

s

We I reslly would appreciale ib. Thank youw Mr. Hickman.




